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Saint John Lawyer Recognized for Long-time Dedication to Improvement of the Law
Moncton  – At its MidWinter Meeting the New Brunswick Branch of the Canadian Bar Association will recognize the outstanding contributions of Saint John lawyer David O`Brien from the law firm Barry Spalding.

In presenting its Distinguished Service Award to Mr. O`Brien, the Canadian Bar Association recognizes his contributions to law reform in the province.  CBA Branch President Léonard Larocque praised O’Brien as an “extremely ethical, diligent and energetic advocate of his profession”, noting that he “clearly exemplifies what it means to be a true professional and the CBA-NB is honored to be able to recognize his accomplishments with the Distinguished Service Award”. 
Over 25 years of practice, David O’Brien has participated in the drafting of legislation pertaining to health law and has written numerous articles for a variety of publications.  He has prosecuted professional misconduct cases for medical and opticians’ professional associations in New Brunswick.  At the national level of the Canadian Bar Association, David O’Brien has been Chair of the Health Law Section and is currently Vice-Chair of the Civil Litigation Section.  Additionally, Mr. O’Brien has served on the Council of the Law Society of New Brunswick, and the local Saint John Law Society.  
David O’Brien’s advocacy efforts extend far beyond advocating for the legal profession.  Some of Mr. O’Brien’s recent contributions to law reform include a national submission to the Parliamentary Committee on Health, a written submission to the provincial government of reforming limitations in New Brunswick, advocating for reform to the Coroners’ Act in New Brunswick, as well as submissions with respect to legislative amendments providing for immunity from law suits for New Brunswick firefighters.  His advocacy in health law issues has led to amendments that resulted in the creation of the “Power of Attorney for Personal Care”, as well as new changes to the Limitation of Actions Act.  He has also been a strong supporter of changes to the automobile insurance cap in the province.

Colleagues of Mr. O’Brien call him an “excellent example of the legal profession”, noting his generosity of time and effort to the community as well as the profession.  He has served as a member and acting chairman of the Planning Advisory Committee of the City of Saint John, and has served on the board and as President of Uptown Saint John Inc.  Additionally, he has sat on the Boards of the Saint John Development Corporation and the Board of Commissioners of the Saint John Free Public Library.  He is a long-time supporter of the Saint John Belfast Children’s Vacation Project and has been active on the Red Triangle Committee of the Saint John YM-YWCA.
The Distinguished Service Award recognizes exceptional contributions to the province’s legal profession and contributions of significant law-related benefit to the residents of New Brunswick.  It is awarded on an annual basis, and recipients are nominated by their peers for their contributions.

The Canadian Bar Association is dedicated to improvement in the law and the administration of justice.  Some 37,000 lawyers, notaries, law teachers and law students from across Canada are members.  There are 1700 members in New Brunswick.
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The awards will be presented at the President’s Banquet on the evening of Friday February 5th 2010 at the Delta Beauséjour Hotel.  

