His Excellency Musa Javed Chohan 

High Commissioner

High Commission for the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
10 Range Road
Ottawa ON K1N 8J3

Your Excellency:

Re:
Arrest and Detention of Lawyers in Pakistan
I write as a proud member of the legal profession in Canada.  

I am extremely concerned by the actions of President Musharraf to suspend Pakistan’s constitution, remove the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Pakistan from office, and direct the police to arrest and detain members of the judiciary and my fellow lawyers.  All of these actions point to Pakistan’s descent from a society governed by the Rule of Law to one governed by the rule of one man.  I add my voice to the many voices of international human rights organizations, bar associations, and governments, to call upon President Musharraf to reverse these actions and restore the Constitution of Pakistan so that its people may once again be protected by fundamental human rights and freedoms.
President Musharraf has attempted to justify his actions as necessary to combat terrorism and ensure the smooth functioning of Pakistan’s government.  Nothing could be farther from the truth.  As our Canadian Supreme Court has stated, an independent bar and an independent judiciary free from influence from public authorities are fundamental to democratic society.  Without an independent bar to challenge evidence, and an independent judiciary to evaluate evidence, terrorists may go free while innocents languish in jail.
Without an independent judiciary and legal profession to defend the rights of the people, a society built upon mutual consensus and compromise will deteriorate into arbitrariness, chaos and violence.  History has shown that state repression of its citizens and abandonment of the Rule of Law is the enemy of positive social change.  I ask that you communicate my perspective and the perspective of the very many other Canadian lawyers on the current situation in Pakistan to your government without delay.
Yours truly,

cc.
Rt. Hon. Prime Minister Stephen Harper

cc.
Hon. Maxime Bernier, Minister of Foreign Affairs
