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The Honourable Michael L. Phelan was appointed a judge of the Federal Court on November 19, 2003. 

He has also been a judge of the Court Martial Appeal Court of Canada since 2004, and was a judicial 

member of the Competition Tribunal from 2005 to 2012. 

 

Prior to his appointment to the Bench, Mr. Justice Phelan was a senior partner at Ogilvy Renault and 

before that, a partner at Osler Hoskin & Harcourt (formerly Herridge Tolmie). While at Ogilvy Renault, he 

was the Managing Partner of their Ottawa office as well as a member of the Management Committee. 

He has appeared as counsel before the Supreme Court of Canada, the Federal Courts, superior courts 

and federal tribunals. 

 

Mr. Justice Phelan was the Chair of the National Air and Space Law Section of the Canadian Bar 

Association, and the Chair of the Constitutional and Administrative Law Section of the International Bar 

Association. In addition, he was a member of the editorial board of Competition Law (Federated Press), 

and a sessional lecturer in advanced administrative law at Carleton University. 

 

Mr. Justice Phelan received a Bachelor of Laws from Dalhousie University in 1971 and was admitted to 

the Law Society of Upper Canada in 1973. 
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