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Drumheller Court House

Law Day 2009 began at 11 a.m. with the Opening Ceremonies. All present were piped into the Court Room by local Piper, Mr. David Daly. This was followed by O Canada played by  local Trumpeter  Linda Grant. Ingrid Thornton acted as the MC, introducing our representative of the Bar, Sharon Clark, who gave a Welcome address highlighting some of the day’s events and speakers, and the Mayor of Drumheller Mr. Bryce Nimmo, who also addressed the audience.  Following the Mayor’s words, our Piper lead us to the lobby where we cut the Law Day cake, and began the day’s activities.

The Court House lobby was devoted to a gathering area and coffee bar, giving attendees a place to relax and discuss what they had seen and heard, and to mix and mingle with presenters in a more informal setting following their presentations. There was food and a variety of drinks available all day, and our draw prizes were on display. Our Legal Aid staff, whose office opens off the lobby, participated with an ‘Open Door All Day’ theme.

Our presenters and the topics they covered are as follows: 
Sharon Clark: Wills and Estates; Family Law; 
Narda Robillard, Calgary John Howard Society: Youth Criminal Justice Act; Francis Wolf Leg: Aiskapimohkiiks, Traditional Dispute Resolution; 
Judge Clozza: Introduction to the Court System; 
Judge Wiliam Cummings: Issues in Criminal and Civil Law (booked through Alberta Justice Speakers Series)
Cora Bolt: Addictions, and the Drumheller Drug Coalition; 
Pamela dos Ramos, the Alberta Civil Liberties Research Centre, Refugees and Immigration; 
Byron Jensen, Alberta Fish and Wildlife; 
Gordon Button, Alberta Ombudsman.
According to all present, this year’s event built upon the successes of Law Day 2008 with increased attendance and greater involvement from presenters. The topics covered demonstrate the role Access to Justice plays in the lives of so many Albertans, and gave opportunities for both telling and receiving the stories of a diverse culture. 

Our Court House Tours, which included the Sherriffs, and a demonstration of our new security equipment, were very well attended; the Mock Trial, Marlin v. Hairy Porter, filled the Court Room with families and the jury box with children. The cast gave an entertaining performance, shamelessly involving the audience in the search for truth. 
Our advertising this year was more extensive than last year’s, involving the local paper with ads spanning the 4 weeks prior to the event, inserts into the town’s water bills, notes home for children in 3 local schools, invitations sent directly to all local agencies, and posters put up around town. Getting the message out by communicating our passion and inspiration will make future Law Day events something to look forward to.
Ingrid Thornton

